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David Rapson is an associate professor of economics at the University of California at Davis. Rapson's 

research focuses on energy economics, environmental policy, and industrial organization. Many of 

his research projects involve collaboration with electric utility companies and government regulatory 

agencies, with a focus on informing policy decisions in the transportation and electricity sectors.  

 

His research includes the evaluation of dynamic electricity pricing regimes, carbon offset programs, 

and the design and analysis of large-scale randomized field experiments to test the role of 

information and prices on consumer electricity demand. An area of ongoing research interest 

explores how adoption and diffusion of electric vehicles will affect requirements for the electricity 

grid. Rapson’s research appears in the American Economic Review, Nature, and other academic 

journals.  

 

He holds an AB in economics from Dartmouth College; an MA in economics from Queen's University; 

and a Ph.D. in economics from Boston University. 


